FLY,   FLY,   FLY   AGAIN
is this: to know yourself how far you are ready to go, and to
let the other man know that you are ready to do everything
possible within these limits, but not to overstep them... It has
never been my experience that negotiations are promoted by
the encouragement of unrealizable hopes and for my part I
am not only of the opinion that we have no right to give our
mandated territories to any other than their inhabitants, so
soon as they are capable of defending and governing them-
selves. I go further and say that I could not take it on myself
to place other human beings under a Government which in
its own country refuses the rights of citizenship to its own
people and makes slaves of them.
But now Mr. Chamberlain, surprised, flew back to London to
confer, as he said, with his colleagues, and especially with Lord
Runciman.
The annals of foreign affairs make relatively few references to
Lord Runciman in the twenty-five years before he appeared in
Prague, there to recommend, after studying for some weeks one of
the most ancient problems in Europe, the cession of the Sudeten
German territory, and therewith of Czechoslovakia's ability to
maintain her real independence, to Germany. But such references
as I find suggest that Lord Runciman was one of the earliest mem-
bers of the Fair Dealers.
Lord D'Abernon in his memoirs describes an interview with
Mr. Lloyd George at Genoa in 1921, in which he reports Mr.
Lloyd George as saying that he had during the World War found
nearly all economic theories to be wrong, that Lord Cunliffe had
rightly said, 'It was a blessing for England that during the war
two men were responsible for English finances who understood
nothing of finance, Lloyd George and myself, that Mr. McKenna
repeatedly produced proofs that England could not financially
stand more than three years of war, that Mr. Runciman agreed
with Mr. McKenna, but Mr. Lloyd George and the others, who
understood nothing of finance, believed him to be wrong and
proved it.
In 19165 when Mr. Asquith's Government was overthrown, Mr.
Runciman went with his chief into opposition and joined the
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